The Parish of Rivenhall and Silver End 


NEW GARDENING REGIME

No doubt the gardeners among our readers will be interested in the new
Ministry of Gardens to be created during the year, details of which were
revealed in a government memo leaked to us by our mole in Downing Street.

The Ministry will have wide-ranging powers to enforce good practice in
the growing business.   This industry controls vast areas of land and is
a major employer of retired and self-employed labour, but there are fears
that people work long hours in their gardens without rest-breaks, and with
insufficient holiday entitlement.

Health and Safety assessments are rarely carried out to ensure that spades,
forks, rakes, hoes and watering cans are being used correctly, and it is
promised that training regulations will be high on the list of priorities
for the new Ministry, together with monitoring of bio-diversity in the
garden, and procedures for plant selection in the herbaceous border.

The Minister will pledge to weed-out illegitimate gardening practices
within the first twelve months.

All gardens will need to be registered to be issued with a licence and
will be subject to regular inspections by OFGARDEN.

For registration details contact Doug. A. Whole MP (Lab. Digswell), or
the local government agent Ms. April Shower, Rainbow Cottage, Rayne.

(Acknowledgments to Mr Carol DeCoverley)

